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Reserve Corps, and the 10th, llth, and 27th Landwehr
Brigades; the IX. Corps was assigned to it shortly
afterwards. There was no heavy artillery with the
two Reserve Corps, and their establishment of machine-
gun companies was most inadequate: the III. Reserve
Corps had seven and the IV. Reserve Corps only four.
The total strength of the First Army at that time was
142 battalions of infantry, 32 squadrons of cavalry,
110 batteries of artillery, and 21 pioneer companies.
The important auxiliary units, such as ammunition
columns, and the medical, supply, and communication
troops, were quickly placed on a war footing. Under
the able direction of the Chief of the Staff and his
Deputy and of the Chiefs of the Medical and Supply
Services, the task of forming the different Staffs, organiz-
ing their duties, and inculcating the spirit in which
these would be carried out, went quietly forward ;
zeal and enthusiasm, already intense and glowing, were
raie^dJio^the highest pitch.

By the evening of the 7th August the Staff of the
Army was ready to leave Stettin by rail for Grevenbroich.
The rail transport of the troops for the Western front
was carried out with a remarkable punctuality. The
civilian population and the troops vied with one another
in patriotic demonstrations, and the food given to the
troops by the population and by the indefatigable Red
Cross workers considerably exceeded their needs.

The Staff settled down to hard work and an unin-
terrupted life of conferences, important decisions, and
examination of intelligence; recreation was cut down
to an absolute minimum. The composition of the
Staff seemed a most happy one, and an eventful future
proved that it was so.

The Chief of the Staff of the Krst Army, General-